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THE SLOUGHI GENE POOL:
SURVIVAL OF THE BREED
By Erika N. Wyatt and Timothy Anderson
The Berber and Bedouin people of Morocco,
Tunisia, Algeria, and Libya have bred the Sloughi
for millennia to hunt both large and small game,
including jackals, gazelles, wild boar, hares, and
rabbits over desert and mountain terrain.
The
breed was first accepted in the Fédération
Cynologique Internationale (FCI) on November 8,
1934. However, World War II interrupted pure-bred
dog breeding in Europe and virtually halted the
progression of the breed on that continent until the
1960s. Only then did the breed slowly begin to
take a foothold in Europe.

maintaining a healthy gene pool of
temperamentally sound Sloughis which can
perform the work they have been bred to do for
thousands of years.
What is a Breed?
A breed is defined as “a group of usually
domesticated animals or plants presumably related
by descent from common ancestors and visibly
similar in most characters.”
Sloughi breeding in the countries of origin has
always been based on two factors: phenotype
(mostly behavior and appearance) and hunting
prowess. North Africans take great pride in the
culture of breeding outstanding, hardy Sloughis
with excellent breed type and proficiency in the
hunt. Remaining still are families who have been
breeding Sloughis for generations, selecting
breeding stock with extraordinary care and
scrutiny.
Despite that, only very recently have
written pedigrees come into use in Morocco and
only in a minority of cases. In Tunisia, Algeria, and
Libya, written pedigrees are not used.

In the US, the Sloughi entered the AKC Foundation
Stock Service in 1997. In 2010, the AKC selected
the American Sloughi Association as the AKC
National Parent Club for the breed and, in 2011,
the Sloughi became eligible to compete in the AKC
Miscellaneous Class. In January 2016, nineteen
years after entering the Foundation Stock Service,
the Sloughi became fully recognized by the AKC
and eligible to compete in the AKC Hound Group.
Notwithstanding its history in both the FCI and in
the AKC, the Sloughi remains a very rare breed. It
is imperative to preserve this ancient breed,
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Throughout history, conquests, trading, and
migrations occurred between North Africa and the
Middle East. Beginning in the 11th century, Arab
nomads from the east overran the desert and drove
the Berbers oﬀ the plains and into the mountains.
The concept that Sloughis were geographically
separated from the Saluki throughout this history of
human movement is simply indefensible.
To
suppose that the best hunting hounds were not
bred together in those times because some
originated in the Middle East and others in
northwestern Africa is preposterous.

diseases, and protozoan infections such as
leishmaniasis, which is transmitted through sand
flies. Veterinary care can be scarce, and many
Sloughis do not get adequate nutrition from an
early age.
Threats in the West. Outside of north Africa, other
factors endanger the breed. These include genetic
diseases as well as loss of purpose. The Sloughi's
appearance evolved thousands of years ago based
on its work. The various standards that describe
the Sloughi, whether FCI, AKC, UKC, etc. seek to
describe the ideal phenotype for the breed.
However, the phenotype does not determine
function; function produces the phenotype. The
only test to tell if a particular Sloughi is true to its
original purpose happens in the hunt.

In western breeding, the Sloughi and Saluki are
two discreet breeds, separated by diﬀerent
standards, studbooks, and gene pools, and
segregated by registration. As a result, one can
easily discern a western Sloughi from a western
Saluki. Beginning with limited imports from Africa
and the Middle East, our western practices have
produced genetic drift and the resulting hounds
look distinct. However, in Africa, these breeds
continue to more closely
resemble one another
and
can
be
indistinguishable.

In western Sloughi breeding, nearly all decisions
are based on a set of criteria that bear no
meaningful relationship to the purpose of the
Sloughi. If breeding stock
are not used for the hunt,
their value cannot be
determined.
Hunting live
game with hounds is illegal
in most places in the US
and in Europe.
Without
continuous selection for
hunting ability, that essential
and defining trait will be lost
over time.

Without continuous

The Sloughi in Danger

selection for hunting ability,
that essential and defining

Threats in North
Africa. The Sloughi is
threatened in its
countries of origin by
multiple factors, the
chief among them is the
cross-breeding of Sloughis with galgos by hunters
where these hounds still perform the utilitarian
function for which they have been bred for
millennia: hunting live game. If the crossbreeding
of Sloughis persists in north Africa at its current
rate, the largest population of Sloughis with
healthy, rich, diverse genes may be lost.

trait will be lost over time.

Lure coursing, oval track
racing, and sprint racing are wonderful pastimes
for people and for their Sloughis, but they do not
test for, and are no match for, the true purpose of
Sloughis hunting live game in real life situations. It
is truly fascinating and beautiful to watch -- the
way they use the wind to stalk game, the way they
strategize so that one or two Sloughis will flush
birds while a third and fourth leap oﬀ the ground on
the other side of a shrub (or down the field) to grab
birds out of the air when they take oﬀ, to the
organized, almost seamless eﬀort of a group of
Sloughis galloping over open terrain, to course and
take a rabbit or a hare. The mind and the drive are
essential characteristics. Some of the best hunting
Sloughis are not interested in artificial lures. Field
titles are fun, but are, unfortunately, meaningless
for preserving the essence of the breed.

The environment in north Africa is tough and only
very strong and robust specimens survive. The
Sloughi developed with culling by nature and by
people. Disease has always been present and, at
the present time, rabies is epidemic throughout
Africa. Parvovirus continues to decimate entire
litters of puppies, even when vaccinations are
given.
Other infectious diseases that kill large
numbers of Sloughis include distemper, tick borne

11

on the operating table unexpectedly. These are
classic symptoms of Addison's disease, which is
firmly established in the western gene pool.
Genetic diversity is critical to the health of the
breed.
American Sloughi History
As of the time of this writing (October 2017), the
Sloughi remains an extremely rare breed in the US
with approximately 135 Sloughis alive in the
country.
Of these, less than 30 are actively
showing and fewer than 20 are in active breeding
consideration. Our gene pool is painfully small,
and American breeders must do more importing in
order to maintain quality, authenticity, and genetic
diversity.
More than four decades since its arrival, the
Sloughi's history in America is still in its infancy.
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Sloughi and jackal in Morocco.
The failure to test for hunting ability means that
many western breeding practices are changing the
breed over time into something that will look like a
Sloughi but will be materially diﬀerent from the
original utilitarian breed in North Africa. Loss of
hunting ability endangers the Sloughi.
Genetic Defects.
Breeding decisions that are
based primarily on adhering to a written standard
can also predispose a breed to genetic defects.
Progressive retinal atrophy (PRA), multiple kinds of
cancer, autoimmune diseases such as Addison's
disease, irritable bowel disease, Myasthenia gravis
and lupus, wobblers syndrome, and other
neurological anomalies all exist in the gene pool of
western Sloughis.
The risk for these diseases
increases with linebreeding and inbreeding.
Except for PRA, no genetic tests exist for these
aﬄictions.
Many of these diseases in the breed have remained
unrecognized due to the failure of owners to test
their Sloughis for proper diagnoses.
Sloughi
breeders love to romanticize the character of
Sloughis as being so temperamentally sensitive
and devoted that, when relatively young, they
simply "stop eating, fade away, and die" following
a traumatic experience, or insisting that certain
Sloughis died of veterinary negligence following
routine surgery when a Sloughi crashes and dies
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Richa, imported from Tunisia by
Ermine Moreau-Sipière
The following are the only breeders who have
produced more than one litter in the US:
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Jacques and Ermine Moreau-Sipiere of MoreauSipiere International Sloughis (MSIS) were the first
to come to America. The Moreaus established their
breeding program in France in 1976 and moved to
the US in 1979, breeding the first American litter in
1981. Between 1981 and 2005, when they retired,
MSIS bred approximately 23 litters and produced
about 91 Sloughis. MSIS imported 12 Sloughis
from overseas, including Tunisia, France, Italy, and
Germany. They exported Sloughis to breeders and
owners in Canada, France, Norway, Japan, Italy,
the United Kingdom, and Qatar. In addition, MSIS
Sloughis were part of the foundation stock of
Fantasy's Sloughis, Ocerico Sloughis, Phelps
Sloughis, Plumed Serpent Sloughis, Shi'Rayân
Sloughis, and Sloughis du Soleil.

In 2007, Erika Wyatt of Ocerico Sloughis produced
her first litter, out of a bitch imported from
Germany. Since 2007, she has bred five litters with
a total of 29 puppies.
Ocerico Sloughis has
imported 8 Sloughis, three from Europe, (Czech
Republic, Norway, and Austria), two of which were
half desert-bred Tunisian, and 5 directly from
Morocco.
Ocerico has exported Sloughis to
England and Hungary. In addition, Ocerico has
worked in cooperation with other American Sloughi
breeders, including Calla Bashir Sloughis, Mere
Wind Sloughis, Plumed Serpent Sloughis, and
Sloughis du Soleil.

Multi BISS CH Dune des Sources de l’Oum-er-Rbia,
CM, imported from Morocco by Erika Wyatt.

Erica de Moreau, bred by
Ermine Moreau-Sipière

Raksha of Plumed Serpent Sloughis bred her first
litter in 2006. Since that time, she has bred four
litters, producing 21 puppies. Plumed Serpent
Sloughis has imported two Sloughis from Germany.

In 1990, Bernd Fritzsch and Dominique de Caprona
moved to the United States, also from France, and
produced their first litter in 1993 under the kennel
name of Shi’Rayân Sloughis. Between 1993 and
2012, when Shi’Rayân stopped breeding, they also
produced 23 litters with approximately 119
puppies. Shi’Rayân imported some 18 Sloughis
from overseas, including 10 from north Africa
(Morocco, Tunisia, and Algeria); at least 5 of these
Africans were never bred. Shi’Rayân genes did not
flow to any other American breeder; that is, their
bloodlines did not contribute to any other American
breeder. They exported a few Sloughis to Finland,
Sweden, and Germany, and some of those exports
have produced oﬀspring in Europe. The Shi’Rayân
influence on the Sloughi population is minimal, and
in the US (unless the exported bloodlines are reintroduced) is non-existent.

Fewer than ten additional individuals in the US
have bred a single litter.
Sloughi Controversies
Not every Sloughi comes from North Africa and not
every dog from North Africa is a Sloughi.
In about 2006, an American breeder published
claims that specific foundation Sloughis born in the
1960's and 1970's were not Sloughis at all. The
claims were mostly based on information about
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their origins which went missing during the
intervening three to four decades. Subsequent
promotion of those claims, including dissemination
on the internet, has allowed them to gain a
foothold, to the detriment of the breed.
The primary (but not exclusive) targets of these
criticisms are three Sloughis: Laba’an II Al-Khalij,
born in 1977; Jenna, born in 1966; and L’Karla
Diane, born in the mid-1970’s. Even some perhaps
well-intentioned newcomers to the Sloughi have
undertaken
to
disseminate this
argument on the internet
and in print, without fully
understanding the issue
or the foundational
a n c e s t o r s o f t o d a y ’s
Sloughis.
In one such
case, the author owns
two Sloughis, both of
which have Jenna in their
ancestry and one of
which (an import) also has
L’ K a r l a D i a n e i n i t s
pedigree.

Importantly, not one registry in the world has
agreed that the descendants of these Sloughis are
crossbred. They are registered in multiple FCI
member country registries including England,
France, Switzerland, Germany, Austria, the Czech
Republic, Puerto Rico, Italy, Finland, Sweden,
Norway, and more, as well as in the USA.
The Impact of Certain Foundation Sloughis
The Pawpeds Sloughi database is the largest and
most complete, single
database of Sloughi
pedigrees from around
the world in existence
today. As of the time of
this article, there are
4,951 Sloughis in that
database, dating back at
least to the 1940s.

Laba’an II Al-Khalij, Jenna,
and L’Karla Diane, each has
more than 1,000
descendants listed in the
Pawpeds database.

Laba’an II Al-Khalij,
Jenna, and L’Karla Diane,
each has more than
1,000 descendants listed
in the Pawpeds database.

Hounds from North Africa and the Middle East have very similar phenotypes and may be indistinguishable,
even to the trained eye. Photos © S. Bamford, M. Soujaa and Y. Jamali

Reaching backward in history to suggest the
removal of foundational ancestors that helped
establish a breed 40-50 years ago is not rational.
The Sloughi cannot aﬀord to lose more than 20%
of its pedigrees and it would be profoundly
foolhardy to try. Genetic diversity is imperative to
any gene pool, but even more important in a gene
pool as small as that of the Sloughi.

to draw an impenetrable border between Mustang
and Criollo.”
The Sloughi Today and Tomorrow
The future of the Sloughi lies in North Africa.
Those who are serious about trying to preserve this
ancient and beautiful breed need to lay aside the
acrimonies of past breeders and focus on
diversifying the gene pool for the health of the
breed. The authentic Sloughi in North Africa needs
protection and the western Sloughi community
must come together to work with our counterparts
in Morocco, Tunisia, Algeria, and, if possible, Libya.
The polemics of the past have no place in saving
this breed in the future.

This is as true in North Africa as it is in western
breeding.
Moroccan veterinarian and Sloughi
breeder, Yassine Jamali stated, “Saluki, Sloughi,
and Azawakh are diﬀerent breeds. But there are
intersections between all Salukis and all Sloughis,
between all Salukis and all Azawakh, between all
Sloughis and all Azawakh. [In Africa] they are not
stored in diﬀerent drawers. There has always been
nomadism, conquests, migrations .... It's like trying

Sultan, bred by Taoufik Kourrate, Morocco, and
imported to the US by Erika Wyatt

Zina, bred by Mohammed Soujaa,
Morocco, and imported to the US by
Erika Wyatt
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