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I was pleased to learn of the article in Saluki Heritage by Dr John E. Burchard 'The Saluki as a 
hunting hound'. I rediscovered the memory of many years spent in Africa or Mesopotamia as 
well as my own views on the Saluki's continued existence, while still protected by its natural 
environment. In our western world, now so urbanised and compartmentalised, the modernism 
aimed at improving the wellbeing of humans is having the opposite effect on sighthounds whose 
living conditions have become increasingly precarious.  It is not by chance that, as a zoologist, 
J. Burchard recommends that the high physical and mental attributes of these animals should 
be preserved in Europe. 
 
It is indeed time for the West to get properly organised so as to consolidate the best breeding 
lines of sighthounds and relying less on the introduction of new blood from elsewhere. For 
decades now, such sources in Africa have been drying up. This regression in sighthound quality 
has concerned me for a long time and I have just finished a book on that topic which has taken 
me several years, less in terms of research and documentation than in reflection. The 
preservation of Western sighthounds with their full range of qualities is possible if they are 
offered suitable activities. Sadly, only inadequate activities are available to them. So, due to a 
lack of understanding, the decline continues. 
 
 
§ I – A sighthound species 
 
In the 18th century, the Swedish botanist Carl Linnaeus1, whose species classification system is 
still in use today, identified various different species among the canids such as canis lupus 
(wolf), canis aureus (jackal), canis familiaris (domestic dog), canis graïus (sighthound)2. When 
designating this last species, Linnaeus chose the term graïus (Greek) because at that time 
people thought all sighthounds originated from the Greek world. The next century – a period of 
discoveries and scientific progress – wanted something new. And so it was that at the end of 
that century, professor Baron3, one of the most brilliant minds of the National veterinary school 
of Alfort, near Paris, decided one bright day to proceed with a classification of dog breeds. 
 
Having already established correlations between the head and body outlines of domestic dogs, 
it was like a game for Baron to retain three essential morphological traits for each breed: head 
profile, body proportions, size in relation to species, with each of these traits being slightly 
nuanced. For example, the saluki was classed as "sub-convex, ultra-slender, eumetric4". Since 
this system seemed satisfactory, people wanted more, such as observations on the coat. 

 
1 Carl Linnaeus (23 May 1707 – 10 January 1778), also known after his ennoblement as Carl von Linné, 
was a Swedish botanist, zoologist, taxonomist, and physician who formalised binomial nomenclature, the 
modern system of naming organisms. He is known as the "father of modern taxonomy". Many of his 
writings were in Latin, and his name is rendered in Latin as Carolus Linnæus. 
2 He therefore seems to have identified canis graius as being a different species from canis familaris. 
3 Raoul Baron, Professor of zootechnics at Ecole vétérinaire d’Alfort at the end of the 19th century. 
4 I think eumetric means "of a stable population size" 



 
While the initial classification emphasised the extraordinary homogeneity of sighthounds, the 
sophisticated new classification system was to become disastrous for them due to the diversity 
of their coats. The disparity in the coats of sighthounds alongside the nonexistence of their 
remains in palaeontological collections (the sighthound only appeared in Europe towards the 3rd 
century B.C.), led Baron to see sighthounds as having the "elongated" forms of dog breeds with 
which they shared the same coat type: the greyhound became the long and slender form of the 
pointer, while the borzoi represented an "elongated" spaniel. 
 
Baron wrote: "sighthounds are dogs of several very varied breeds, dramatically different due to 
their origins". This was at the start of the dog show world which therefore followed the theory of 
the day. Since then, as nobody protested, in the eyes of dog show people today in 1983, the 
sighthound is still an "elongated" dog, and consequently included in the canine species. 
 
At the start of the 20th century, Max Hilzheimer5, a museum department director in Berlin, with 
access to the skulls of mummified tesems (tsm is the Egyptian name, the vowels of which are 
unknown, for the prick-eared African sighthound), identified the tesem with the Indian wolf 
(canis lupus pallipes). Shortly after, towards 1908, the discovery at Assiout in the Nile valley of 
the skull of a large-sized jackal (canis aureus lupaster) led Hilzheimer to see this jackal lineage 
as the wild-type origin of the tesem. In 1932, Hilzheimer confirmed this opinion, pointing out 
that the wolf is at the origin of all domestic breeds except for "the Egyptian sighthound and its 
offshoot the greyhound". 
 
Towards the middle of the 20th century, Edmond Dechambre, of the Paris Museum, conceded 
the wild origin of sighthounds but did not provide any zoological proof. Years went by before the 
spirit of research was revived into the ancestors of domestic animals. The initiative behind these 
studies lies with the English F.E. Zeuner soon followed by the American H. Epstein, Hungarian 
Bökönyi, French Francis Petter who, at least in terms of domestic canids, have similar views to 
those of Zeuner. After Baron's blunder, the question on the origin of sighthounds should have 
demanded particularly attentive study. There was nothing of the sort. 
 
Sighthounds remained ensnared in the history of canines on which Zeuner in fact gave an 
excellent presentation. Based on an extremely in-depth study, Zeuner explained the 
domestication of certain wolf lines, in other words the creation of the canine species, and placed 
it at around 8000 B.C. He indicated how differentiation between the dog breeds had been taking 
place since the bronze age through crosses with different types of dog. As far as sighthounds 
are concerned, Zeuner linked them directly to the shared lineage of the canine species. 
 
Exploration of North Africa's prehistory started in the 19th century and towards 1930 efforts 
were focused on the Sahara. Today, prehistorians have access to an impressive amount of 
documentation from which they are far from having drawn all the conclusions. In particular, a 
very prolific sector, that of rock art iconography, remained for a long time unexplored since 
dating was difficult. Two eminent prehistorians, General Paul Huard and Jean Leclant, member 
of the Institute, looked into this issue and, during the 1970s, outlined a summary of their dating 
method in some twelve pages, based on correlations between cultural patterns identified on all 
rock art across the North African continent. The detail of this painstaking task cannot be 
covered here, but we would like to point out that the writings of these prehistorians can be 
found in issue no. 115 of the review "Archéologie", Dijon. 
 
On the other hand, what we know today about the arrival of the rains at the end of the 
palaeolithic age leading to the appearance of a Saharan savanna which was to disappear in the 
3rd Millenium B.C., makes it possible in prehistory to date all increases or declines in North 
African flora as well as all evolutions of its fauna including the human species. 
 
We include the two oldest depictions of the African sighthound known to date, both discovered 

 
5 Hilzheimer was a zoologist and expert on the antiquity of the breeds of dog, sheep and horse. 



at Tassili N'Ajjer6, a region of plateaux in the central Sahara. One known as Oued Djorat, 
identified in the 1930s by a camel corps officer, appears to be from the 8th Millennium or 
maybe a bit less, the other, known as "Akakus" was dated by the Italian prehistorian Fabrizio 
Mori to be from the 6th Millennium, at latest from the year -5000. While the Oued Djorat hunter 
is still wearing a mask and ponytail in order to get closer to the quarry, two or three thousand 
years later, the Akakus hunter, with a long-range recurve bow, has divested himself of any 
disguise. As for the sighthounds, not wearing collars, acting as assistants to the hunters, they 
are still at the companionship stage. 
 
In other words, while the historians of domestic animals see the date for creation of the canine 
species as being -8000, Africa's prehistory at this same time shows sighthounds carrying out 
their activities. Under such circumstances, is it reasonable to assume that these sighthounds 
can possibly be members of the canine species? One might go further. 
 
Indeed, via the writings of Huard and Leclant which have enlightened us, we should point out 
that the sighthounds portrayed on the rocks of Tassili N'Ajjer were not native to the Sahara. 
Such sighthounds were unknown here in the quaternary period prior to the miracle of the 
savanna and only came here to benefit from that miracle. In fact, these sighthounds were 
known in the Nile valley when the migrations of Ethiopian fauna first started towards the new 
savanna. The time that passed between the departure of these sighthounds and their 
establishment in Tassili N'Ajjer should therefore be added to the dating of these rock carvings. 
 
This is therefore proof of the sighthound's existence earlier than the canine species. The time 
frame vindicates Linnaeus' opinion that there is indeed a sighthound species. 
 
 
§ II – Zoological proof 
 
It has therefore needed a century of prehistoric research to demonstrate the existence of a 
sighthound species and our reasoning is moreover limited to the African sighthound. Let us 
hope that zoologists will accept the extension from a part to the whole since it would currently 
be impossible to establish comparable historical proofs for other sighthounds. Indeed, in Asia, 
surveys have indicated many prehistoric sites with a wealth of rock art iconography, although 
any real exploration has barely started, and many years will go by before we will be able to 
have any real knowledge of these treasures. 
 
It seems possible to narrow down the sighthound breeds, of which the Western world 
recognises barely a dozen, to four main types: 
 
 the "African sighthound" type, formerly tesem relatively well represented by the "Ibizan 

Hound", renewed under the name of Pharaoh Hound or similar expressions; it is this 
sighthound that was the subject of the debate proving the sighthound's distinctiveness, 

 
 the "Oriental sighthound" type for which we have osteological remains and images dating 

back to the 4th Millennium, unchanged for six thousand years, is perfectly portrayed by the 
Saluki; while the Sloughi and the Azawakh, short-haired versions of the Saluki, might lay 
claim to such representation subject to a morphological correction of the former, as victim 
of its standard, and a numerical increase of the second which can still be counted on one's 
fingers, or at least in the Western world. Derivatives of the Oriental type started to appear 
from Roman times: Galgo, Italian Greyhound, Greyhound, Chart Polski, Magyar Agar, 
Whippet, Afghan. Several Indian breeds belong to this type. 

 
 the "Irish Wolfhound" type, known in Roman times and now being redeveloped, and its 

 
6 Tassili n'Ajjer is now a UNESCO World Heritage Site with more than 15,000 drawings and engravings that 
record the climatic changes, animal migrations and evolution of human life on the edge of the Sahara from 
6000 BC to the first centuries of the present era. 



derivative, the Deerhound. 
 
 the "Borzoi" type theoretically of Russian production in the 16th century (in our opinion, far 

eastern type). 
 
It is on these four types, together presenting the constitutional type of the species, that 
zoologists need to concentrate in order to establish the validity of a sighthound species. For our 
part, we have researched and listed a set of morphological, anatomical, sensory, physiological, 
psychological, and even ethological characteristics that differentiate sighthounds from all other 
canids. In any case, the historical proof discussed in §1, will avoid researchers becoming side-
tracked in the dead-end of canine history and cause them to look directly into comparative 
anatomy studies, which we are convinced would yield positive results. 
 
 
§ III – The artificial environment of western sighthounds 
 
Faced with the steppe which since times immemorial has shaped the sighthound and preserved 
its type, the Western world is poorly equipped. Despite its Greek etymology, the dog world has 
no real scientific context: it is simply the main administrative body grouping together the 
breeders of purebred dogs, with sighthounds still being equated with breeds from the canine 
species. In the dog show context, each breed is governed by a specific association. At national 
level, these associations, usually appointed by "clubs", form a federation whose governing body 
in France is the "Société Centrale Canine", in England the "Kennel Club" and other designations 
that depend on the country. These directorates have responsibility in particular for the upkeep 
of a stud book registering purebred dogs. 
 
Set up in accordance with legal standards and federated by the dog show world, the Club is 
therefore deemed to have jurisdiction. It has a standard, either drawn up by itself, or already 
established by other groupings, it encourages breeding and chooses those intended to act as 
judges, it benefits from exclusivity on the breed that it represents since multiple associations for 
the same breed are not allowed. All concerns on competition and emulation are therefore 
avoided and it is able to count on unconditional support from the Federation. 
 
National dog breed organisations come under the "Fédération cynologique internationale" body 
(abbreviated to F.C.I.), set up in 1911 by the dog breed organisations of Germany, Austria-
Hungary, Belgium, France and Holland. Despite the word "cynologique" (meaning to do with the 
scientific study of the dog) in its name, the FCI is predominantly focused on the dog show 
world. It orchestrates the national dog show organisations, coordinates their regulations and 
activities and is responsible for the management of standards drawn up by breeders. Any 
standard that it has approved and issued becomes a sort of inventor's patent with regard to the 
association that presented it. This association is in fact recognised as holder of that standard 
deemed to originate from the country of said association which is alone authorised to make 
modifications to it. 
 
Animals are judged against a "template" in the show rings. A good rating allows the subject to 
be listed in the stud book which issues a pedigree. Independently of shows, "working trial" 
judgements are available for some breeds, including sighthounds. Here, trials introduced 
decades ago in Germany and Switzerland are performed in line with racing rules (distances 
currently in the process of standardisation: 360 metres for whippets and 480 metres for all 
other breeds). The French dog show organisation made these trials for sighthounds official in 
1977 in coordination with methods already in use. In recent years, at least in France, the dog 
show world has a zootechnical commission. Zootechnics involves research on the adaptation of 
domestic animals to human requirements. 
 
Very basically, this is therefore the lifestyle for the sighthound species in the Western world. 
 
As far as the canine species is concerned, the way in which the dog show world functions does 



not require any comment. It was man who created this species and who diversified and 
multiplied the breeds. Whether it is by caprice or by commercial motivation that he pushes "the 
improvement of breeds" to the limits of teratology is outside of our jurisdiction. 
 
On the other hand, with regard to the way in which the sighthound species is managed today, 
we are opposed to the dog show system. Sighthounds represent a natural species, no doubt the 
first to have provided its assistance to hunters in prehistoric times. Over countless ages, 
sighthounds have lived in companionship with man without ever being subject to the constraints 
of domestication. As were the archetypes in Africa and Asia more than six thousand years ago, 
so they still are today and so they must remain. The sighthound has no need for improvement. 
Nature created it perfect, man's duty is to keep it intact. 
 
Still very close to Nature, the sighthound, if only by its mental outlook, is indeed a child of the 
wild that civilised man is at last making efforts to protect and preserve. 
 
Not only does the dog show system not protect the sighthound species, but it also leads it 
towards degeneration. 
 
§ IV – Conservation of the species 
 
If the sighthound species is to be maintained in good condition, two methods need to be put in 
motion: drawing up standards and intensifying sporting activities appropriate to the various 
breeds. In parallel, the principle must be established that only sighthounds that have proven 
themselves in the field can be listed in the stud book in the "breeders" category. 
 
Most standards today are inadequate in terms of substance and mediocre in terms of form. For 
example, when referring to the shoulder, standards say that it must be "sloping backwards" or 
"moderately oblique" or "long oblique placed well back".... what does this mean? If we write: in 
this breed the shoulder is at an angle of 65° in relation to the horizontal with a margin of ± 3°, 
there can be no argument. Indeed, it is not the responsibility of amateurs to write a standard 
but of a zoologist. The latter establishes the sighthound's scientific identification, as he would do 
for a wild animal. And on that basis, for use by breeders and judges, he draws up a full 
description, in a succinct style, with adjectives and adverbs being replaced by numbers. Some 
ratios are also essential, in particular the head, as the primordial element that characterises 
type, needs to be calculated as its length in relation to the height at withers and its width in 
relation to its own length. 
 
Since this involves input from scientific people, there is no reason to dwell on this at length. The 
best of standards will not be enough to restore the breed to its purpose in life; yet nothing can 
be achieved without this basic information. 
 
It is obviously hunting or sporting activities which underlie the selection of sighthounds, which 
make athletes of them and keep them in good physical and mental health. 
 
Hunting activities, in areas where these are practicable, are particularly interesting when they 
take place within a framework such as British "coursing" or Iberian "carreras en campo". Firstly, 
hunting is the ideal activity, and then such competitions give rise to detailed reports – type of 
terrain, length of run, age of runners – which allow overviews on the species. For example, J. 
Burchard's data relating to the activities of salukis in Arabia, show that Spanish galgos 
(traditional galgos not to be confused with racetrack galgos) are also doing very well. 
 
While it is commendable for the dog show world to have set up working trials, it is regrettable 
that, in order to appraise the quality of animals, it has imposed racing as the only working 
method. Just because some sighthounds – greyhounds and whippets – shaped since 1925 for 
racetrack events, are today incapable of pursuing their activities elsewhere than on a track that 
has even been conditioned as well, is it not ludicrous that all other breeds, suited to working on 
varied terrain, should be subjected to track work? While current generations of greyhounds and 



whippets are predisposed today to go directly into racing, the very framework of that style 
imposes an initiation period on other sighthounds that can be relatively long and sometimes 
disappointing, and above all the shortness of the racetracks does not in any way correspond to 
the dynamics of the species. (Chasing a hare requires an average of one or two minutes while 
chasing a gazelle needs longer). 
 
Very briefly, by increasing the speed of the coursing greyhound (the centuries-old original 
greyhound) by some 8%, racing has changed this sighthound's morphology, now irrevocably 
dedicated to the racetrack. The racing activity will probably not transform all sighthounds into 
greyhounds but will still lead to an artificial and unacceptable evolution of its morphology. 
 
For training clubs to build racetracks, despite the cost, for whippets and greyhounds is one 
thing. But for all other breeds, the rewarding work is away from racetracks, over longer 
distances and on varied terrain, providing sighthounds with an opportunity to rediscover their 
natural behaviour. In that respect, competitions in the form of "lure coursing" (pulled lure, 
dragged along the ground, making sudden changes of direction, sometimes involving jumping 
over obstacles or crossing a water course) demonstrate the attraction of sighthounds for this 
style that they readily accept. So many owners could find lure coursing to be a solution in line 
with the purpose of their hounds. 
 
In the sporting field, all initiatives that can offer activities suitable to the various sighthound 
breeds need to be encouraged. Unlike the greyhound track where the main prize is contested to 
the hundredth of a second, working trials are intended – or ought to be intended – less for 
glorifying champions than for weighing up and selecting a range of examples likely to establish 
a good standard of progenitors. The hounds would need to be appraised in line with a range of 
criteria of which speed is foremost, but where endurance, perseverance in action, attentiveness, 
visual acuity, agility and other qualities as well should be taken into consideration. 
 
Particularly in France, the systematisation of greyhound racing paralyses any selection 
endeavour in breeds other than greyhounds and whippets. Over the five years 1977 - 1981, 
18,000 sighthounds were born of which 5,500 were greyhounds or whippets. Among these, 444 
were holders of "work cards" (sport licence), with regard to the 12,500 sighthounds of various 
other breeds, only 119 had a work card. Not yet having knowledge of the statistics for 1982, we 
note for that year, participation at the national championship in Meulan (19 September) 
numbered 158 registrations, 114 of which were greyhounds or whippets, 44 from other breeds, 
but no borzois even though the headcount in that breed is twice that for greyhounds. 
 
We would like to hope that in other countries the situation for working trials is less worrying 
than in France. However, for as long as European dog world people stick to racing as the only 
style of sport, the aim of sporting activities will not be achieved. Much therefore remains to be 
done for working trials to have meaning and to meet the breed selection needs of the 
sighthound species. This basic need crystallises the necessity for an adjustment of the 
sighthound species, which involves the creation of a system specific to that species. 
 
 
§ V Protocol for the sighthound management system 
 
Does this specific system need to be independent? must it function within the framework of the 
dog show world? In any case, the essential provisions are as follows: 
 
 recognition by the dog show world of a sighthound species, 
 commissioning of a stud book for the sighthound species, with a category for "breeding 

stock" selected in line with their hunting or sporting activities, 
 creation of a "Sighthound club" assisted by a committee of zoologists, responsible for the 

technical management of the species and dealing with all subjects concerning sighthounds 
with the exception of commercial issues, 

 responsibilities of the zoological committee: 



 participation in the Club's proceedings, 
 identification of sighthounds and description in the form of standards, 
 evaluation of the competence of sighthound judges, 
 involvement in the management of sporting activities, 
 qualitative control of the species, 

 bearing in mind the above provisions, administrative management of the species can be 
provided by the dog show organisation. 

 
As can be seen, the involvement of a zoologist component is essential for guaranteeing the 
future of the sighthound species. Amateurs follow on from one another, but Science remains. 
 
12 January 1983 
Xavier Przezdziecki 
(Translation 2021 Susan Bamford) 
  



          
 
 

 
African sighthounds  

8th to 6th Millennium B.C. 
 
 
Masked hunter accompanied by a sighthound  
8th or 7th Millennium 
Although a little crude, the sighthound carving 
indicates the pricked ear of an African sighthound 
(canis graïus getulus). The photo of this carving is 
part of the illustrations in the study by General 
Paul Huard and Jean Leclant of the Institute.  
 
 
African sighthounds hunting the mouflon (Barbary 
sheep) 
6th Millennium 
The hunter has just shot an arrow, not shown in 
this sketch and which is among the long hair on 
the animal's neck. 
Two African sighthounds, with ears clearly pricked, 
immediately launch themselves into attacking the 
mouflon. 
 

  



 
 
 

 
Salukis in the 4th Millennium B.C. 
 
Glyptic or seal from Tepe Gawra, near 
Nineveh, beginning of the 4th Millennium 
Seal-tablets, carving on small pebbles of 
around 3cm in diameter – hunting scenes: 
ibexes, mouflons. 
The sighthounds sometimes wear a collar. 
Hindquarters higher than withers: 
construction slopes downward. No pricked 
ears 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Babylonian glyptic – middle of the 4th 
Millennium 
Extract from a cylinder-seal representing an 
archer leading two salukis. Confirmation of the 
drop ear. 
 
Nekhen (so-called Oxford) palette 
towards -3,200 
Such palettes commemorate important events. 
They are indeed produced in Egypt; however 
the etching and ornamentation are probably 
the work of Mesopotamian workshops 
established in Lower Egypt. The depiction of 
the saluki on these palettes does not therefore 
prove that this sighthound was established in 
Egypt at that time.

 


