
In 1897, Professor Cornevin was to give a description of the Sloughi, as well as General 
Daumas in 1851: “The Sloughi of the Sahara is far superior to that of the Tell, it is fawn in 
colour, tall bodied, it has a tapered muzzle, wide forehead, short ears, muscular neck, very 
pronounced muscling of the croup, no belly, lean muscles, well detached tendons, hocks 
close to ground, relatively undeveloped footpads, lean, long upper angulations, black palate 
and tongue, very soft coat. Between the two ischial bones, there must be room for four 
fingers, the tip of the tail passed under the thigh must reach the hipbone. 
 
Initial Work 
It was only at the end of the 19th century that the first studies of a scientific nature were 
carried out on this sighthound. In 1897, Professor Charles Cornevin gave a description of the 
Sloughi accompanied by measurements although the sketch used to illustrate it is more 
evocative of a Greyhound. 
 
Pierre Mégnin, for his part, identifies two types of Sloughi, the mountain type which is “very 
tall, measuring 70 to 75 cm to the shoulder, used for hunting large animals such as Boar and 
Jackal”. This therefore represents the type described by General Daumas. Then there is the 
desert type, “small, only 60 to 70 cm high used to chase Hare”. For the rest, Pierre Mégnin 
provides little in the way of detail, except for the ears, which according to him are set back as 
in the Greyhound. Furthermore, the drawing that comes with this study shows us a Sloughia 
with rounded outlines. 
 
It was the German Kobeit who provoked the first controversy on the subject of the Sloughi’s 
ears, by describing in the memoirs of his travels in Algeria and Tunisia, “a true desert type 
Sloughi, of beautiful breeding, which resembles our large sighthound; it was however more 
robust and had drop ears, very graceful in its movements”. He also described the fawn coat, 
the brindle coats and black coats, which are now familiar to us. 
 
At that time, in 1904, the Count of·Bylandt was focusing on describing the Sloughi. 
However, for this author, as for most of his contemporaries, the ears, although a little bigger 
than those of the Greyhound, must always be folded backwards. The body height is from 60 
to 70 cm and the colour is sand with black mask. The Count of Bylandt’s description was 
approved by the Dutch Sloughi Club together with a drawing by Auguste Legras which 
shows a clear change in how the Sloughi was perceived. 
 
The First Standard 
A first standard was drawn up in France by the French Sighthound Club in 1920 and adopted 
by the French Sloughi Club when this was created in 1928. Here again, the ear carriage was 
still described as similar to that of the Greyhound, although the existence of a drop ear in 
some specimens is acknowledged. Mention was also made of all the coat colours already 
described other than sand. We must admit that this standard did not really allow accurate 
comparison of the morphological differences with other sighthound breeds, and that some 
areas of the body were described too vaguely: the neck, shoulders, loin and limbs are simply 
described as “muscled”, the shoulders are also “sloping” and the hocks “angulated”. This 
period of time shows an intention by dog fanciers to insert the Sloughi into the mould of 
European Greyhounds since the same terms were used to describe them. 
 
The 1938 Standard 
The Sloughi Club founded in Toulon in 1935, published and approved a second French 
standard in 1938 which at last recognised the Sloughi’s distinctive characteristics. This 



standard talks of a “visible skeleton, due to muscular leanness”. The muscles are described 
here as “long and flat”. The ears must be carried “hanging down, close to the head”. Mention 
is made of a “short back” and “sloping croup”. The existence of two types was also not 
forgotten, mentioned previously since the accepted height scale ranges from 55 to 75 cm. 
 
The Moroccan Standard 
It was this document that became the basis for present-day studies on the Sloughi. In 1973, 
Morocco, as a new member of the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (F.C.I.), registered 
a standard that reiterated the morphological characteristics of the 1938 standard. However, 
the range of heights was considerably reduced since, for this Moroccan standard, the ideal 
height was seen as between 60 and 70 cm. This restriction had the effect of excluding a large 
proportion of Sloughi males, which were thus found to be too tall. Another difference 

between the Moroccan and the 1938 standards concerns 
pigmentation. The Moroccans have eliminated any trace of 
white markings in the Sloughi’s coat while, at the same 
time, accepting brown mucous membranes or pale-coloured 
eyes with a sand-coloured coat which is genetically without 
relevance.  
 
The Fourth Standard 
On 5 January 1980, a new standard (188D) proposed by 
Morocco was accepted by the F.C.I.’s Commission for 
Sighthounds without consulting the other countries with 
responsibility for the breed. This last standard was 
approved on 3 June 1980 and is the one used as reference 
for judging Sloughis at dog shows. 
This standard still contains too many inaccuracies or 
inconsistencies with regard to morphological type, size, 
gaits and coat colours. For the breed’s future, we need a 
fifth correcting past mistakes and in line with the 1987 
F.C.I. model. 
 
Dr. Kerveillant 
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