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;/et, Sha'ila and the author with freshly 
k1(leçl hâre. Jqnuary 1976. 

;let was bred in 1973 by a high-ranking 
Saudi Prince who is an enthusiastic hunter and 
falconer and a close persona/ Jriend. ;Jet's 
grandmother was that legendary animal which, 
received as a gift /rom the Ruler of Kuwait, 
Once caught 12 gazelles in a single da/ 
UnfortunatelyJet disappeared in 1977 near my 
home in AlKhobar and may have been stolen. 

ha'ila was bred in 1973 by the Al Dawasir 
ho inhabit central Saudi Arabia and 
,f Riyadh. 

und ),.
alu'lyi�(thèy afe. l�ss than a year 
.fMurra tribeJ;Jl)( searching for 

.. 
âry .1982. 

I have for some tiine been following, 
with..incre�sing irritation,_ the 
contrôversies in E uropean dog 
lit�rature over the origin and nature of 
Arab sighthounds. Most of the articles 
haye been written by people with little 
or no experience of Salukis às hunting 
hounds in their original desert 
environment. I came to the regretful 
conclusion that the Salukis and 
Sloughis bred in Europe differ 
considerably from the desert hunting 
hounds I know, not only in 
conformation but above all in 
character and intelligence, because 
the y are bred in Europe for 
characteristics irrelevant to desert 
hunting, while some of the traits most 
important for a serviceable hunting 
hound are often neglected. There has 
been heated discussion over the extent 
to which Saluki and Sloughi are 
distinct breeds; and the confusion has 
been compounded by the existence of 
smooth Saluk_is. The excellent article 
on this theme by Dr G Rex Smith, 
which appeared in Saluki Heritage 
No 1 (pp30-31 ), finally emboldened 
me to publish my own observations on 
the subject, in the hope of directing the 
energies of the participants into more 
constructive paths: namely to reflect 
how we can pursue the breeding of 
these magnificent animais- in Europe 
sensibly, without losing their most 
valuable characteristics. Breeding to a 
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colleague, who happens to be looking
for a Saluki as a pet.

A similar variation is seen in other
characteristics, such as size, coloration
and conformation, this last however
only within narrow limits determined
by performance.

Thus within a radius of 150 miles
from Dhahran one can encounter
single hounds or strains similar to any
one of the various Arab sighthounds
bred in Europe; for example hounds
which closely resemble an Azawakh
(except for the white socks which arP
not liked in Arabia), others resembling
Persian Tazis, and so on. What you
do not find in Arabia are the mastiff
like types with long straight backs,
cat's feet and forward-lying centre of
gravity. This body type, seen in some
Sloughis, does not meet the harsh
demands of the Bedouin for
performance.

In almost every tent of the nomadic
Bedouin you will find one or more
Salukis. The breeding of these hounds
is still, however, largely in the hands
of certain families which have for
centuries specialised as the hunters
and falconers of their respective tribes.
These men are hunters by dedication
and pursue their quarry with a single-
minded passion scarcely conceivable
in the West. Their demands on a
hunting hound are uncompromising.
They say for example that the
qualities of a Saluki are revealed not
at the first but at the fifth course of a
day's hunting. Any Saluki worth his
keep must run down the first or second
hare with style; but only a good hound
will make the fourth or fifth course on
the same, sometimes very hot
afternoon with equal elan and equal
success. The top speed of the Arabian
hare is under 40 miles an hour, but
because of its smaller size it is
incomparably nimbler and more agile
than its European cousin. A course
extends to a mile or so, sometimes to
as much as 3 miles. Interesting
conversation was provided last year by
a sheikh who tried using Greyhounds,
brought in from England, for the hunt.
The verdict of the Bedouin was
devastating: the hounds were very fast
over the first five hundred yards or so
but then came to the end of their
strength and were quite incapable of
running another course on the same
day-

Even more strenuous is the hunting
of gazelles, which up to a few years
ago were the main quarry of Salukis in
Arabia. Gazelle hunting is for the
moment no longer practised in Saudi
Arabia, since Gazelles have become
rare as a result of wholesale shooting

and, happily, are now protected. In
North Africa however they are in
parts still numerous and friends of
mine had the opportunity of using
there against gazelles two Saudi
Arabian Salukis bred by us. Each
course lasted 15 to 20 minutes and
covered as much as 9 to 12 miles.
After a successful gazelle hunt the
hounds were, naturally enough
exhausted, but on the next day or the
day after were already fit to repeat the
performance. The bitch who played
the leading role in this hunt was
almost seven years old, too old in the
eyes of my Bedouin friends for such
extravagant efforl

It is not only physical prowess that
the Bedouin demand of their hounds.

' Successful coursing of hares, or a
fortiori of gazelle, demands not only
speed and endurance, but also tactical
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a falconer. A falcon let loose in this
way with its hood on tends to fly
straight ahead, climbing the whole
time, until after many miles it
descends exhausted to earth, where it
may be killed by a fox or an eagle, or
may succeed in removing the hood
and then fly away. In either case it is
lost to the falconer. So it happened in
this case. The falcon disappe ared at a
great height over the horizon. The
hound, accustomed to hunt with the
falcon, raced in pursuit and
disappeared likewise over the horizon.
Despondently Saleh followed the
tracks, in the faint hope at least not to
lose his hound.

After a few hours he found the
hound some 15 miles away, lying
utterly exhausted in the sand. He
called the hound, who gave no sign of
coming. So he rode slowly closer, and
noticed a bird lying in the sand in
front of the hound. It was his falcon,
utterly dishevelled and apparently
lifeless, and the hound was holding
him with his front paws; he must have
caught and killed him! With grief and
anger in his heart Saleh lifted his rifle
to shoot the worthless hound. As he
took aim the falcon moved, and the
hound held him down once again.
Only then did Saleh realize that
his hound had followed the falcon's

flight until it landed, and then
prevented it from flying away again,
but without harming it at all.So Saleh
joyfully took up his falcon, which soon
shook straight its ruffled feathers and
recovered so well that my friend was
able, on the long way back to the
camp, to catch a hare with falcon and
hound.2

It should perhaps be added that the
now 76-year-old Saleh still finds this
story of the escaped falcon so
embarrassing that he never tells it
himself nor allows it to be told in his
presence. I had to get the tale from his
son, who is a close friend of mine.

The real problem of breeding Arab
sighthounds in Europe is: how do we
preserve the outstanding qualities of
physique, character and mind which
have been forged through many
centuries of rigorous selection for
performance? There is no easy
answer; but it is high time that
breeders and clubs should concentrate
on this goal, instead of dissipating
their energies in controversies about
show standards, which in any case can
never lead to the desired resull
rMany of the Sloughis imported to Europe
seem to have been obtained from sedentary
rather than nomadic Arab or Berber sources. It
has been suggested to me that, following the

Arab conquest of North Africa, the hounds of
the former nomads, now turned farmers,
received a small addition of mastiff blood to
make them stronger and fiercer, in keeping with
their changed use in hunting slower but more
formidable game such as the wild boar. From
the point of view of a nomadic sight-hound
breeder, these products could no longer be
regarded as pure bred. Whether or not it serves
a purpose to fix and perpetuate the
characteristics of such a mixture, by establishing
a show standard based on an average ofexisting
Sloughis, is in my view open to question. At
least it must be realised that the resulting
animals are no longer identical with the hunting
hounds of the North African desert princes, as
described for example by Daumas.
Unfortunately French colonial policy, by
forbidding coursing, contributed to the virtual
disappearance of genuine nomad hunting hounds
from North Africa. They must have been little
different, however, from the types still to be
found in Saudi Arabia, except that the feathered
versions seem never to have penetrated
westward of Arabia proper.

It must also be said that some of the
European Sloughis appear to be excellent
representatives of the ancestral type, perhaps
more so than some of the Salukrs which, having
a longer history of show-standard breeding, have
to some extent become caricatures of the
original.
2 In European falconry hares are usually
hawked with the Goshawk or sometimes with
a Golden Eagle, while falcons are reserved for
bird hawking. In Arabia it is quite customary,
however, to set falcon and Saluki together at a
hare; and in soft sand, where the hound is
handicapped by sinking in, a falcon is
practically essential if many hares are to be
caught
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Feterborough
Open Show
l st Novice Bitch
Judge: Miss V Davies
Hertfordshire CS
Open Show
I st Junior Bitch
I st Novice Bitch
Judge: Mrs H Williams

Sue and Bending Photo taken at 9 months
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