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In the following article I will try to answer to some 

of the most  frequently asked questions  from my 

non-Arabic speaking friends and from Sloughi 

breeders and Sloughi lovers.    

Probably the most famous question is about the 

word Sloughi itself. What does the word  Sloughi 

really mean? Does it literally really  mean 

sighthound? And when did that name first begin to 

be used? What is its origin?   And why are Arabic 

speakers usually confused when  faced with the 

fact that the word that they write in the same way 

can be the name of two different breeds in the 

west?   

Why is the word Sloughi pronounced differently 

when it is written in Arabic? 

The letter Qhaf is the 21st letter in the Arabic al-

phabet, which appears just before the last letter, 

Yaa, in the word Salouqhi.   The letter Qhaf is pro-

nounced in two different ways  since the Qhaf can 

be pronounced as a G (as in Ghaf) and we call that 

the Bedouin Qhaf. 

The Bedouin Qhaf is used by Bedouin tribes all 

over the Arab countries and in the Arabian penin-

sula itself.  Conversely, there is also the Hadari 

Qhaf which means literally the city dwellers Qhaf.  

 

Why is the Bedouin pronunciation used currently 

in North Africa ? 

These two pronunciations have always been the 

subject of a dilemma between Arab linguists espe-

cially in the  Maghreb countries after the great Ar-

ab tribe migration  known as Al Taghriba (the 

quest to the west)   during the 11th century. From 

the Arabian Peninsula, the strong and powerful  

confederations of tribes of Banu Salim and Banu 

Hilal first migrated to the south of Egypt before 

heading to  North Africa, which was then used by  

Fatimides(1) as a tool of revenge,  beginning their 

journey as allies and vassals, to punish the particu-

larly difficult to control Zirids(2) after the conquest 

of Egypt and the founding of Cairo.  

As the Bedouins  became increasingly independent 

and abandoned Shia Islam, they quickly defeated 

the Zirids and deeply weakened the neighbor-

ing Hammadid (3) dynasty and the Zenata(4). 

Their influx was a major factor in the linguistic, cul-

tural Arabization of the Maghreb and in the spread 

of nomadism in areas where agriculture had previ-

ously been dominant 

As the countryside of the Maghreb was Arabized,  

the main Berber tribes were pushed pushed into 

the mountains   

Meanwhile, the cities that had already been 
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Arabized 300 years ago by the first Umayyad (5)  

Muslims conquerors were still using their Hadari 

Arabic dialect.  With the passage of time, these 

two dialects influenced each other, and the Bed-

ouin letter Qhaf, which is pronounced as  G,  start-

ed to be used in the cities too when used in words 

describing things typically from the countryside or 

from the Bedouin area, such as:  Sloughi, Baghra 

(cow), etc.  

Similarly, Bedouins started to use the Hadari qhaf 

when it came to some words for things typically 

from the city like Qhalam (pen) and qhaleb 

(mould).  

Nowadays, all across Arabia and North Africa the 

word Sloughi is used to describe the breed of 

sighthound known in the west as Saluki and 

Sloughi, with an exception in the east where they 

use the word Aryach or richi to describe the feath-

ered Saluki mainly imported to the Arabian penin-

sula from the Fertile Crescent area.   

It bears mentioning that the word Aryach or richi  

literally means feathered.  The feathered Sloughi 

does not exist in North Africa.  Therefore, in North 

Africa, Aryach or richi refers to  a crossbred 

Sloughi. 

What does the word Sloughi or Salouqhi mean? 

Many would be surprised to know  that the words 

Sloughi and Salouqhi don’t literally mean 

sighthound in Arabic. Most of the Arabic books 

and manuscripts that mention those words de-

scribe both hounds and armor, and even swords.  

The word Salouqhi means literally the one from 

Salouqh was first mentioned by the famous Arab 

poet  al-Nābighah al-Dhubiyānī,  (c. 535 – c. 604) 

when he described his sword as able to cut  even 

the multilayer  Salouqhi armor.   

The poet Al qhutaimi who was almost from the 

same time period mentioned the word describing 

hounds, but he was more precise since he said 

that this hound,  tall like towers, was brought from 

Salouqh . 

Abu Nawas, the well know Arab Persian poet(c. 

756—c. 814) mentioned that these hounds were 

of the breed that kings brought from Salouqh. 

The expression Kliab Salouqh, which means 

hounds of Salouqh, was used many times in many 

Arabic manuscripts and hunting books along with 

the word salouqhi, which has the same meaning. 

Where exactly was the city of Salouqh located ?  

Following the same books and manuscripts that 



date back 500-1300 years ago,  Salouqh was a city 

situated in south  western Yemen  known to pro-

duce high quality hounds, armor, and swords.  The 

geographer Abu Muhammad al-Hasan al-Hamdani 

wrote that the city still existed during his time (c. 

893—c. 945), and it was a very rich and prosper-

ous city that produced iron and silver, armor and 

hounds.  He specified that its location was in the 

area of south west Yemen  

Abu Mansur Muvaffak Harawi the 10th century 

Persian physician and geographer also agreed 

about the same location that Al Hamadami cited , 

along  with the Persian Arabic speaker scholar Abu 

al-Qasim Mahmud ibn Umar al-Zamakhshari, and 

many others. 



Abu Yahya Zakariya' ibn Muhammad al-Qazwini (c. 

1203—c. 1283) stated that Salouqh was just re-

mains during his time, leading us to conclude that 

the city stopped existing sometime between the 

11th and the 12th century. 

From the foregoing, we can ascertain that the city 

of Salouqh really existed and was well known by 

the people and geographers during that period of 

time.   It was a  city located near the harbor city of 

Mocha (the famous coffee  import harbor that 

gave its name to mocha coffee)  in the very an-

cient  incense land trade from South Arabia to the 

Mediterranean that  served as a channel for the 

trading of goods, such 

as Arabian frankincense and myrrh; from South-

east Asia, Indian spices, precious 

stones, pearls, ebony, silk and fine textiles;  and 

from the Horn of Africa, rare woods, feathers, ani-

mal skins, Somali frankincense, and gold.  

During the 12th century, the area changed its 

Location of the Actula Taiz where the remains of 

the city of Salouqh still exist. 



name and started  to be called Taiz, ruled by Salla-

hudin Al ayubi, then the Turkish Mamluks(6) of 

Egypt,  and, after them, the Turkish  ottomans, 

who were fascinated by the quality of the hounds 

and horses in the area and adopted a new name 

for the breed, Tazi (which means the one from 

Taiz),  after the area from which they were im-

porting them.  

The remains of Salouqh are well known in Yemen 

where archeologists found the archaeological re-

mains of iron mines and armor and the vestiges of 

an old city dating back to  the middle ages. 

The region also contains many ancient drawing 

and engravings of hunting scenes with hounds da-

ting back to the 2nd millennium B.C. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Endnotes 

(1)The Fatimid Caliphate was an Ismaili 

Shia caliphate that spanned a large area of North 

Africa, from the Red Sea in the east to the Atlantic 

Ocean in the west. The dynasty of Arab origin

[4] ruled across the Mediterranean coast of Africa 

and ultimately made Egypt the center of the cali-

phate. At its height, the caliphate included, in addi-

tion to Egypt, varying areas of 

the Maghreb, Sudan, Sicily, the Levant, and Hijaz. 

(2) The Zirid dynasty ( Zīryūn; Banu Ziri) was 

a Sanhaja Berber dynasty from modern-

day Algeria which ruled the central Maghreb from 

972 to 1014 and Ifriqiya (eastern Maghreb) from 

972 to 1148. 

(3) The Hammadid dynasty was 

a Sanhaja Berber dynasty that ruled an area rough-

ly corresponding to north-eastern mod-

ern Algeria between 1008 and 1152. Its realm was 

conquered by the Almohad Caliphate. Soon after 

coming to power, they rejected 

the Ismaili doctrine of the Fatimid Caliphate, and 

returned to Maliki Sunnism, acknowledging 

the Abbasid Caliphate as a rightful caliphate. 

The Hammadid dynasty's first capital was at Qalaat 

Beni Hammad. It was founded in 1007, and is now 

a UNESCO World Heritage Site. When the area was 

sacked by the Banu Hilal tribe, the Hammadids 

moved their capital to Béjaïa in 1090 

(4) The Zenata  are a set of Berbers tribes who in-

habited  an area stretching from west 

of Egypt to Morocco with 

the Sanhaja and Masmuda Their lifestyle was  semi

-nomadic . 

(5) The Umayyad Caliphate (661–750 CE; was the 

second of the four major caliphates established 

after the death of Muhammad. The caliphate was 

ruled by The third Caliph, Uthman ibn Affan (r. 644

–656), was a member of the Umayyad clan. The 

family established dynastic, hereditary rule 

with Muawiya ibn Abi Sufyan, long-time governor 

of Syria, who became the sixth Caliph. 

The Umayyads continued the Muslim conquests, 

incorporating the Transoxiana, Sindh, 

the Maghreb and the Iberian Peninsula (Al-

Andalus) into the Muslim world. At its greatest ex-

tent, the Umayyad Caliphate covered 

11,100,000 km2. 

(6)The Mamluks Sultana, as a medieval realm, 

spanned Egypt, the Levant, west Yemen  

and Hejaz. It lasted from the overthrow of 

the Ayyubid dynasty until the Ottoman conquest 

of Egypt in 1517. 
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